Buford High School

Course Syllabus

Course Title
AP Chemistry
Term
2019-2020
Teacher
Ms. Cole
room #
2342
	Email Address
Teacher Web Page
	lisa.cole@bufordcityschools.org
http://www.bufordhs.org

	Teacher Support

(Help sessions etc.)
	Help sessions are available Tuesday-Friday mornings from 7:10-7:40 am. Additional morning and afternoon help sessions are available by appointment.


Course Description
AP Chemistry is an advanced, intensified course, designed to provide a solid, first-year college inorganic chemistry experience, both conceptually and in the laboratory.  The labs serve to supplement the learning in the instructional/discussion section of the course.  Emphasis is placed on problem-solving skills, both on paper and in the lab.

Prerequisites: Honors Chemistry

Course Curriculum Content
	AP Chemistry Course requirements
	Units/Topics

	A link to the AP Chemistry Course requirements and objectives can be accessed online at 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/

or on my website at

http://www.bufordhs.org
Additional curriculum content can be accessed

online at http://myap.collegeboard.org
	Fall Semester

1. Chemical Foundations 

2. Atomic Structure and Periodicity 

3. Chemical Bonding 

4. In-Depth Studies of the States of 
     Matter

5. Properties of Solutions

6. Stoichiometry and Chemical Reactions
7. Electrochemistry
	Spring Semester

1. Rate Kinetics

2. Chemical Equilibrium

3. Acids and Bases

4. Applications of Aqueous Equilibrium

5. Thermodynamics, Entropy, and 
     Free Energy

6. Review of all topics


Instructional Materials and Supplies
	Published Materials
	Instructional Supplies

	-  Zumdahl, S. and Zumdahl, S. Chemistry ©2007 by Houghton   Mifflin Company 7th ed.  (Cost of Replacement $ 133.47)
-  Zumdahl, S. and Zumdahl, S. Student Solutions Manual ©2007 by Houghton Mifflin Company 7th ed.  (Cost of Replacement $ 62.75)
-  Zumdahl, S. and Zumdahl, S. Study Guide ©2007 by Houghton Mifflin Company 7th ed.  (Cost of Replacement $ 73.25)

-Absolutely Small by Michael Fayer (Cost of Replacement $24.00)

	1) Textbook
2) Scientific Calculator
3) Notebook/Paper for homework, notes, and problems
4)    Graph paper
5)    Bound composition notebook to be used as a lab book.


Evaluation and Grading
	Assignments
	Grade Weights
	Grading Scale

	Benchmark Assessments
Unit Tests
Labs
Quizzes
Homework Problems/Assignments
Performance Exam/Writing Assignments
Final Exam
	Benchmarks (30%)
Unit Tests (40%)
Labs/Quizzes/Homework (20%)
Writing Assignments (10%)

NOTE: Assignments may be turned in one day after the announced due date but are worth only 70% of the grade earned.
	A:
90 and above

B:
80 - 89

C:
70 - 79 
F:
69 or below

(A student must have a grade of 70 or higher in order to receive the AP bonus of 10 points at the end of the semester.)


Other Information
	Expectations for Academic Success
	Additional Requirements/Resources

	1) Review notes daily
2) Ask questions

3) Actively participate in class
4) Complete homework assignments
  5)       Challenge yourself to continuously improve
	Students enrolled in AP Chemistry will be required to take and the Fall Semester Final Exam. The grade earned will be included in the student’s final average for the course.  Students are also required to take the AP Chemistry Exam on 
May 7, 2020. A passing score (3, 4, or 5) on the AP Exam represents the potential for college credit.




Classroom Assignments
· Tests: Tests are given at the conclusion of each major unit and are designed so that students must demonstrate their mastery of the material in many ways-by answering multiple choice questions, writing concise concept narratives, and solving problems that have multiple parts.  At least a portion of each test is written to be completed without calculators.  Questions included on the tests are intended to challenge students from a time perspective as well as a knowledge perspective. A required mock exam will be given on Saturday, April 25 in preparation for the AP exam. (Note: This date may be changed as necessary) This exam will be scored according to AP exam scoring guidelines and will count as a test grade.
· Labs: Lab activities will be performed in self-selected groups of two to four students; however, each student will be required to complete and turn in a written lab report for grading. The grading of the formal lab reports will be based on 1) percent error, 2) error analysis, and/or 3) written discussion of theory, procedure, and conclusions.  When necessary, some labs may have to be completed outside of the regularly scheduled class period.

· Quizzes:  Brief 10 minute quizzes will be given each week addressing topics covered in class and concepts from current and previous homework assignments.

· Homework: Reading assignments and written homework problems will be assigned for each chapter; however, it is the student’s responsibility to decide how much independent practice is needed in order to master a skill.  The homework due date is usually 48 hours before the next test is given, with only a sampling of the problems from the assignments selected for grading. Changes may be made to this policy as required to ensure student mastery of concepts.
· Final Exam/AP Exam: All students will be required to take the AP Exam.  Both semesters will also conclude with a comprehensive final exam on the material covered that semester.  The format of the final exam is very similar to that of the AP Exam, including both a multiple choice and free response portion.  In preparation for the AP Exam, all students will be required to take the exam at the end of the first semester.  The exam grade will be included in the students’ final course grade. Students taking the AP Exam may exempt the second semester final provided that students participate in mandatory afterschool/evening review sessions and/or meet exemption requirements.

Course Objectives:

· strengthen student quantitative reasoning and problem-solving skills

· hold students responsible for their own learning

· enable students to attain a depth of understanding of fundamental chemistry concepts

· provide students with the opportunity to develop lab skills equivalent to those of college freshmen

· provide students with the opportunity to develop and practice skills of communication, foster collaborative relationships, and improve problem-solving techniques

· encourage a knowledge-based, positive attitude toward science/technology’s influence on society

· prepare students to take the AP Exam on May 7.
Final Note: 

It is my intention to make this course as challenging and enjoyable a learning experience as possible. I encourage you to be actively involved in every aspect of the learning process. If you encounter difficulty at any time, please do not hesitate to ask for assistance both in and outside of the regular classroom schedule. It is my goal as a science educator to encourage and appreciate the individuality of each student and as a result, create a positive, supportive, and respectful learning environment in which all students can experience the highest levels of success. 
Honor Code Policy:

All BHS students will strictly adhere to the BHS Honor Code which is posted on the BHS website. 

For any violation of the BHS Honor Code, students will receive a 0 and be referred to the administration.
Make-Up Work:

· All pre-assigned work will be due on the day of a student’s return from an absence.  

· For assignments which did not have a pre-assigned due date during the time of the student’s absence, students will be given five days to arrange for make-up work or follow other arrangements granted by the teacher.
· Assignments or tests that are not made up by the specified time receive a grade of zero (0).
 

All policies outlined in the BCSS  student CODE OF CONDUCT and the BHS student handbook will be followed in this classroom.


	Teacher consequences for Minor Classroom Disruptions



	1st 
	Penalty assigned at teacher’s discretion – Parent Contact



	2nd
	30 minute faculty detention and parent contact



	3rd 
	1 hour faculty detention and parent contact



	4th 
	Administrative Referral




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please complete the following:

Do you wear contact lenses? ___________  Are you color blind? _____________

Do you have allergies?___________ If so, list specific allergies. __________________________________________

List any extra-curricular activities in which you are involved. ____________________________________________

I have read and understand the AP Chemistry course syllabus, rules of conduct in the laboratory, and laboratory safety sheet. 
 

Student’s Name: ________________________ Student’s Signature __________________________
Student’s BCSS email: ________________________ 
Guardian’s Name:  ______________________ Guardian’s Signature _________________________
Guardian’s email:_______________________  Guardian’s Phone Number _____________________
NO FOOD IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM. WATER, ONLY, IS ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM, 


BUT CANNOT BE TAKEN INTO THE LAB AREA.








